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ottended ASUS'lounch ot Cornputex
thisyeor. But Acer hos the distinction of
being the flrst compony to octuolly put
o production modelof its 53 Ultrobook
in our honds, ond whot o beouty it is.

Weighlng only 1.37k9 ond
meosuring o mere 17mm ot its thickest
point, Acer hos chosen to qo with o

mognesium olloy bosed chossis. It
isn't o unibody design, but thot doesn't
detroct from the stightly curved lines of
the underside ofthe chossis.ln order
to build it this woy, Acer hos put most
ofthe ports on the bock ofthe 53,
under the hinge.

As this is the thickest point ofthe
chossis, it meons thot it is the best
ptoce to fit things like HDMI ond
llSB. Allthot remoins on the side is o
heodphonejo.k on the left ond 5D cord
reoder on the right. On the reor ore two
USB 2 ports ond the oforementioned
fulLsize HDMI port. There is no
Ethernet, rother communicotion is vio
both WiFi ond Bluetooth.

While we con excuse hoving o low
number of ports, the one mossive
source of diso p pointment with the
53 is the lock ofUSB 3. Despite
whotyou moy reod elsewhere,

AcerSS
THE ULTRABOOK HAS LANDED. AND IT DELIVERS

ON THE PROMISE OF ULTRA-THIN AND LIGHT
COMPUTING FOR A REASONABLE PRICE,

virtuolly oll loptops ond desktops for
o yeor now, ond both the ASIIS ond
Toshibo Ultrobook enqineerinq somples
thot we hove seen hove o singte port.
We guess thot the reoson behind this is

thot Inteldoesn't hove notive chipset
Support, ond Acer doesn't hove spoce on
its motherboord for o USB 3 controller,
but this reo y does work ogoinst the
53. This wiltliketchonge when Intel's

introduces its next generotion Ivy Bridge
processors nextyeor, but given the
restricted inbuill storoge not hoving USB

3 is o mojor minus for us.

When Intel [ounched its second
generotion Core I processors eorlier this
yeor, it wos cleor thot they were built
from the qround up to be excellent
mobile processors. Not only ore they
designed oround quickly jumping
in ond out oflow powerstotes, the
qrophicol copobilities hod been
improved to the point where they
could be considered good enough
to use without stropping o discreet
grophics chip on.

It is this core design philosophy
thot hos enobted to creotion ofthe
Llltrobook. This new cotegory of loptop
(which InteLhos trodemorked) is
not only designed to toke on Apple's

^4ocbook 
Air, but to do so ot price

points thot ore otso competitive. If
monufocturers con't offer o modelot
less thon SUS999 they con't use the
Ultrobook noming.

Aceis53could
def fitely benefit
from a LISB 3 port.

a

There ore vorious other restrictions
on whot tlttrobooks con ond con't be,

much like netbooks monufocturers

USB 3 hos been shipping on

need to compty with these to get
the supplies they need from Intel.

LlnUke netbooks though, the
hordwore inside the Ultrobooks
is very similor to thot seen inside
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